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From the Chief Editor

 
I am happy to place before readers the February 
2026 issue of our newsletter, the 67th issue since we 
began this initiative. 
 
Our Cover Feature is on the Republic Day Address 
delivered by His Excellency the Governor of 
Karnataka, Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot where he 
stressed the importance of the Constitution in 
sustaining India’s democratic ethos.  
 
Our Lead Story is on Karnataka’s takeaways from 
participation at the World Economic Forum’s 
Annual Meeting at Davos in January 2026.  
 
Our Lead Focus is on the 10th and final Report of the 
Karnataka Administrative Reforms Commission-
II. This report includes more than 350 new 
recommendations focused on administrative 
restructuring, governance efficiency, and better public 
service delivery.  
 
In our section on Communication Pulse, titled 
“Where Policy Meets People,” Dr. Annapoorna 
Ravichander refers to Gram Panchayats as a Policy 
Hub.  
 
In our Opinion column, we carry the essence of Shri 
K.N. Hari Kumar’s 3-part article that appeared in 
Deccan Herald last month. 
  
In our column on Branch Activities, we report on the 
2-day National Seminar jointly organized by the 
Dept. of Public Administration, Central University of 
Karnataka, the Karnataka State Archives and our 
Branch at Kalaburagi on 29-30 January 2026 on the 
theme, ‘Political and Administrative History of 
Medieval Deccan”. 
 
In our column on Branch Members’ Writings in the 
Media, we provide links to thought-provoking articles 
published by Dr. A. Ravindra, Shri G. Gurucharan, 
Smt. Uma Mahadevan, Dr. Annapoorna 
Ravichander, and Dr. D. Jeevan Kumar in the media. 
 
We are delighted to inform members that our EC 
Member, Prof. Priyanca Mathur and her colleague, 
Dr. Rubina Pradhan, of the Centre for Research in 
Social Sciences and Education at Jain DTB University, 
have brought out an edited book titled Post-Pandemic 
World Order. It has been reviewed by Dr. D. Jeevan 
Kumar. 
 

We end the issue with Food for Thought: Some 

Republic Day Reflections, courtesy of The 

Hindu, 2 January 1950 (Curated Edition).  

 

 

Shri T.M. Vijay Bhaskar, 
IAS (Retd.)   
Former Chief Secretary, 
Government of Karnataka 
Former Chairman, Karnataka 
Administrative Reforms 
Commission-2 
Chairperson, Karnataka Regional Branch 
Indian Institute of Public Administration 
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Cover Feature 

KARNATAKA’S FOCUS ON INCLUSIVE 
DEVELOPMENT ROOTED IN 

CONSTITUTIONAL IDEALS   

Highlights of Republic Day Address by His 
Excellency the Governor of Karnataka, Shri 

Thaawarchand Gehlot on 26th January 2026 

 
Marking the 77th Republic Day, His Excellency the 
Governor of Karnataka, Shri Thaawarchand 
Gehlot, lauded Karnataka’s emergence as a pioneer 
in “social democracy,” emphasizing that the state’s 
welfare-driven governance is effectively bridging the 
gap between political equality and economic 
empowerment. 
 
Highlighting Karnataka's governance priorities, the 
governor said the state is focused on social justice, 
economic empowerment, and inclusive 
development by treating liberty, equality, and 
fraternity as guiding principles. He pointed to major 
welfare initiatives, including large-scale public 
spending on the government’s guarantee schemes, 
which he said has improved purchasing power, 
empowered women, and strengthened last-mile 
delivery by directly transferring benefits to 
beneficiaries' bank accounts. 

 
Core Themes & Messages 

 
1. Celebration of Constitutional Values 

• The Governor stressed the importance of the 
Constitution in sustaining India’s democratic ethos. 

• He highlighted that January 26 marks India’s 
decisive break from monarchy and colonial rule, 
ushering in democracy. 

• He underscored liberty, equality, and fraternity as 
foundational pillars that must be protected 
together.  

 
2. Responsible Democratic Participation 

• Citizens were urged to vote responsibly and choose 
representatives who truly uphold constitutional 
principles. 

• He echoed Mahatma Gandhi’s call for an informed 
and engaged citizenry as essential for the health of 
democracy.  

 

3. Strengthening 
Social, Economic & Political Democracy 

• Beyond political democracy, he emphasized the 
need for social and economic democracy—ensuring 
justice and equity across society. 

• The Governor praised Karnataka’s initiatives in 
areas like welfare schemes, women’s safety, 
education, healthcare, and farmer support as part of 
broadening democratic empowerment.  

 
4. Inclusive Growth & Development Achievements 

• He highlighted the state’s focus on inclusive 
development rooted in constitutional ideals. 

• Welfare measures that have enhanced purchasing 
power, empowered women, and improved last-mile 
delivery through direct benefit transfer were 
acknowledged.  

 
5. Unity, Federalism & National Progress 

• The strength of the Republic is said to lie in unity in 
diversity, respect for federal principles, and 
collective commitment to constitutional values. 

• He underscored the need to balance unity with 
respect for regional diversity and cooperative 
federalism.  
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Lead Story 

KARNATAKA SHINES AT 
DAVOS 2026 
A Global Investment Magnet Steps 
into Its Next Growth Phase  
 
Karnataka delivered one of its 
strongest international performances 
in recent years at the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) Annual 
Meeting in Davos, Switzerland (19–
23 January 2026). Backed by a 
forward-looking development vision 
and a clear focus on execution, the 
state secured major global investment interest, 
showcased its technology and innovation leadership, 
and positioned Bengaluru as the “City of the Future.” 
 

The Karnataka delegation—led by Industries 
Minister M.B. Patil—brought back investment 
commitments worth approximately ₹13,070 
crore. 
These span priority sectors such as: Renewable and 
green energy, Data centres and digital 
infrastructure, Advanced manufacturing and 
aerospace, Food processing and agri-innovation, 
Logistics and cargo operations 
 
High-Impact Global Engagement  

Across 50+ bilateral meetings—one of the highest 
engagements by any Indian state at Davos—
Karnataka held discussions with world-leading 
corporations, signalling strong investor confidence. 
 
Key Highlights  

• Nokia to expand in Karnataka 
Plans to strengthen its presence through Global 
Capability Centres (GCCs) and R&D units. 

• Menzies Aviation to invest USD 25 million 
The investment aims to scale up cargo operations in 
Bengaluru, reinforcing the city’s role as a regional 
logistics hub. 

• Global consumer, manufacturing and tech 
majors in talks 

Coca-Cola, AB InBev, UPL, and Tata Group held 
strategic discussions with Karnataka’s delegation, 
signalling interest in expanding footprints in the 
state’s high-growth sectors. 

• Several global groups expressed interest in large-
scale clean-energy projects, boosting 
Karnataka’s green transition trajectory. 

 
Bengaluru Positioned as the “City of the Future” 

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar used the 
Davos platform to pitch Bengaluru as a future-ready 
innovation capital, highlighting a large, skilled talent 
pool; a thriving technology and start-up ecosystem; 
Investments in mobility, suburban rail and urban 
reforms; The city’s culture of innovation and 
inclusivity 
This positioning attracted strong interest from global 
firms looking for stable, high-quality ecosystems for 
GCCs, tech labs, and digital operations. 
 
From Vision to Execution: Karnataka’s Message at 

Davos 
Karnataka’s core message was unmistakable: the 
state is not only open to investment; it is prepared 
to execute it quickly and predictably. 
 

₹13,070 Crore in Fresh Global Investment 
Commitments 

Key Strengths showcased: 

• Policy clarity and stable governance 
• A deep talent pipeline across tech, engineering 

and R&D 
• Strong sectoral ecosystems: AI & data sciences, 

renewable energy, biopharma, aerospace 
• Reputation as India’s most innovation-driven 

state 
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The delegation emphasized implementation rather 
than signing short-term MoUs, projecting a 
confidence-driven narrative aligned with global 
investor expectations. 
 
What This Means for Karnataka 

Karnataka’s strong showing at Davos 2026 is not 
merely a set of investment announcements—it 
reflects a maturing global engagement strategy. 
With green energy, high technology, and digital 
infrastructure emerging as the dominant themes, the 
state is consolidating its place as a key global partner 
in India’s growth story. 
 

If these commitments translate effectively on the 
ground—as the government intends—they will: 

• Create high-quality jobs 
• Strengthen industrial and digital ecosystems 
• Promote balanced regional development 
• Accelerate Karnataka’s transition to a 

sustainable, knowledge-driven economy 

Davos 2026 thus marks an important step in 
positioning Karnataka at the global economic 

frontier, in both narrative and investment 

outcomes. 
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Lead Focus 

10 t h  Report of  KARNATAKA 
ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS 

COMMISSION-II 

The 10 t h  and Final Report of KARC -II  
was submitted by its  Chairman, Shri 

R.V.  Deshpande to the Hon’ble Chief 

Minister of Karnataka, Shri 

Siddaramaiah  in December 
 

Overview of the 10 t h  Report  

• The 10th Report includes about 354 new 

recommendations focused on administrative 

restructuring, governance efficiency, and better 

public service delivery.  

• KARC-2 has, across all 10 reports, made 6,000+ 
recommendations for 42 state departments.  

• With this report, the Commission’s mandate has 

formally concluded; it also outlines an exit plan 
to ensure reform continuity.  

Major Themes & Recommendations 

1. Rationalization of Schemes and Budget Heads 

• Identify and close or merge inefficient/low-

funded state schemes and budget heads: 

o Nearly 1,000 inactive or minimally funded 
accounts (with zero or negligible allocations) 

are recommended for closure or merger.  

o Budget heads/schemes with allocations under 
₹1 crore reviewed for termination or 

consolidation to reduce administrative 

overhead and improve impact.  

o Suggests scientific and periodic review of 

schemes, particularly those overlapping with 

Central government initiatives, to avoid 
duplication and waste.  

o Introduce a “One In, One Out” policy: new 

schemes should be introduced only after 

retiring an existing one.  

2.  Service Delivery & Human Resource Reforms 

• Redeployment of staff based on workload 
assessment and evolving service needs, ensuring 

units with greater work intensity have adequate 

officers.  
• Abolish or convert redundant posts; for 

example, convert unused clerical posts (Group 

C/D) into multi-tasking technical or executive roles 
where needed.  

• Stop outsourcing Group-C and Group-D cadre 

posts, aligning with Supreme Court directives and 
strengthening in-house capacity.  

• Prioritize filling of long-vacant frontline posts 

and ensure that approved positions are filled based 
on scientific deployment norms reflecting 

geography, demand, population, and 

administrative intensity.  

3.  Strengthening Reform Implementation and 

Monitoring 

• Establish a dedicated Reform Monitoring Unit 
(RMU) within the Department of Personnel and 

Administrative Reforms (DPAR) to sustain 

continuity after KARC-2’s tenure.  
• Online tracking platforms for transparent 

monitoring of recommendation implementation 

across departments.  
• Institutionalize quarterly departmental reviews 

(led by the Chief Secretary) and annual high-level 

reviews (led by the Chief Minister) to ensure 
accountability and progress.  
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4.  Other Structural & Procedural Reform 
Suggestions 

• Reform of cadre and recruitment rules aligned with 

workload and technical needs, reducing over-

expansion of certain groups while strengthening 

essential services.  

• Promote evidence-based and outcome-oriented 
budgeting by rationalizing budget heads and 

eliminating redundant expenditure streams.  

• Encourage periodic evaluation of ongoing projects 
for efficacy and impact rather than merely 

procedural compliance.  

Continuity & Exit Strategy 

• With KARC-2’s exit, the report emphasizes: 

o Reform sustainability mechanisms within 

existing administrative structures.  
o Empowerment of relevant departments to 

continue implementing and reviewing past and 

new reform recommendations.  

Why These Matter 

These recommendations are aimed at: 

• Improving administrative efficiency by pruning 
ineffective schemes and posts.  

• Strengthening human resource utilization in 

the public sector.  
• Enhancing accountability, transparency, and 

citizen-centric governance through structured 

monitoring and rationalization.  

 

 

ಗಮರ್ಾರ್ವ ವಿಷಯ 

ಕರ್ಾವಟಕ ಆಡಳಿತ ಸುಧಾರಣಥ ಆಯೀಗ-II ರ 10ರ್ಥೀ ರ್ರದಿ 

KARC-II ನ 10ರ್ಥೀ ಮತುು ಅಂತಮ ರ್ರದಿಯನುು ಅದರ ಅಧ್ಯಕ್ಷರಾದ ಶಿಾೀ 
ಆರ್.ವಿ. ದಥೀಶಪ್ಾಂಡಥಯರ್ರು ಕರ್ಾವಟಕದ ಮಾನಯ 
ಮುಖ್ಯಮಂತಾಗಳಾದ ಶಿಾೀ ಸಿದದರಾಮಯಯನರ್ರಿಗಥ ಡಿಸಥಂಬರ್ 2025 ರಲಿ್ಲ 

ಸಲಿ್ಲಸಿದರು 

10 ರ್ಥೀ ರ್ರದಿಯ ಅರ್ಲಥ ೀಕನ 

• 10 ನ ೇ ವರದಿಯು ಆಡಳಿತ ಪುನರರಚನ , ಆಡಳಿತ ದಕ್ಷತ  ಮತುು ಉತುಮ 

ಸಾವವಜನಿಕ  ಸ ೇವಾ ವಿತರಣ ಯ ಮೇಲ  ಕ ೇೇಂದಿರೇಕರಿಸಿದ ಸುಮಾರು 354 

ಹಥ ಸ ಶಿಫಾರಸುಗಳನುು  ಒಳಗ  ೇಂಡಿದ . 
• KARC-2, ಎಲಾಾ 10 ವರದಿಗಳಲ್ಲಾ, 42 ರಾಜಯ ಇಲಾಖ ಗಳಿಗ  6,000 ಕ ೂ 
ಹಥಚ್ುು  ಶಿಫಾರಸುಗಳನುು ಮಾಡಿದ . 
• ಈ ವರದಿಯೇಂದಿಗ , ಆಯೇಗದ ಆದಥೀಶರ್ು ಔಪಚಾರಿಕವಾಗಿ 

ಮುಕ್ಾುಯಗಥ ಂಡಿದಥ;  ಇದು  ಸುಧಾರಣ ಯ ನಿರೇಂತರತ ಯನುು 
ಖಚಿತಪಡಿಸಿಕ  ಳಳಲು ನಿಗವಮನ ಯೀಜರ್ಥಯನುು ಸಹ ವಿವರಿಸುತುದ . 
 

ಪಾಮುಖ್ ವಿಷಯಗಳು ಮತುು ಶಿಫಾರಸುಗಳು 
1. ಯೀಜರ್ಥಗಳು ಮತುು ಬಜಥಟ್ ಶಿೀರ್ಷವಕ್ಥಗಳ ತಕವಬದಧಗಥ ಳಿಸುವಿಕ್ಥ 
• ಅಸಮರ್ವ/ಕಡಿಮೆ-ರ್ಣಕ್ಾಸಿನ ರಾಜಯ ಯೀಜರ್ಥಗಳು ಮತುು ಬಜಥಟ್  

ಶಿೀರ್ಷವಕ್ಥಗಳನುು ಗುರುತಿಸಿ ಮತುು ಮುಚ್ಚು ಅರ್ವಾ ವಿಲ್ಲೀನಗಥ ಳಿಸಿ: 

    o ಸುಮಾರು 1,000 ನಿರ್ಷೂಿಯ ಅರ್ವಾ ಕನಿಷಠ-ರ್ಣಕ್ಾಸಿನ ಖಾತಥಗಳನುು 
(ಶೂನಯ ಅಥವಾ ಅತಯಲಪ ಹೇಂಚಿಕ ಗಳ  ೇಂದಿಗ ) ಮುಚಚಲು ಅಥವಾ 

ವಿಲ್ಲೇನಗ  ಳಿಸಲು ಶಿಫಾರಸು  ಮಾಡಲಾಗಿದ . 
     o ಆಡಳಿತಾತಮಕ ಓವರ್ ವಡ್ ಅನುು ಕಡಿಮ ಮಾಡಲು ಮತುು 
ಪರಿಣಾಮವನುು ಸುಧಾರಿಸಲು ಪರಿಶಿೇಲ್ಲಸಲಾದ ₹1 ಕ್ಥ ೀಟಿಗಿಂತ ಕಡಿಮೆ 

ಹೇಂಚಿಕ ಗಳನುು ರ್  ೇಂದಿರುವ ಬಜ ಟ್ ಶಿೇರ್ಷವಕ ಗಳನುು/ಯೇಜನ ಗಳನುು 
ಮುಚುಚವುದು ಅಥವಾ ಕ  ರೇಢೇಕರಣ ಮಾಡುವುದು   
    o ನಕಲು ಮತುು ವಯಥವವನುು ತಪ್ಪಪಸಲು ಯೇಜನ ಗಳ, ವಿಶ ೇಷವಾಗಿ 

ಕ ೇೇಂದರ ಸಕಾವರದ ಉಪಕರಮಗಳ  ೇಂದಿಗ  ಅತಿಕರಮಿಸುವ ಯೇಜನ ಗಳ, 

ವಥೈಜ್ಞಾನಿಕ ಮತುು ಆರ್ತವಕ ಪರಿಶಿೀಲರ್ಥಯನುು ಸ ಚಿಸಲಾಗಿದ . 
    o  "ಒನ್ ಇನ್, ಒನ್ ಔಟ್" ನಿೀತಯನುು ಪರಿಚಯಿಸಿ: ಅಸಿುತವದಲ್ಲಾರುವ 

ಒೇಂದನುು  ನಿವೃತಿುಗ  ಳಿಸಿದ ನೇಂತರವ ೇ ರ್  ಸ ಯೇಜನ ಗಳನುು 
ಪರಿಚಯಿಸಬ ೇಕು. 
 

2. ಸಥೀವಾ ವಿತರಣಥ ಮತುು ಮಾನರ್ ಸಂಪನ ೂಲ ಸುಧಾರಣಥಗಳು 

Link to 10th Report of KARC-II (English): 

https://dparar.karnataka.gov.in/uploads/10th_re
port_eng_website_1767679045.pdf 

Link to 10th Report of KARC-II (Kannada): 

https://dparar.karnataka.gov.in/uploads/10th_re
port_kan_website_1767679067.pdf 

 

https://dparar.karnataka.gov.in/uploads/10th_report_eng_website_1767679045.pdf
https://dparar.karnataka.gov.in/uploads/10th_report_eng_website_1767679045.pdf
https://dparar.karnataka.gov.in/uploads/10th_report_kan_website_1767679067.pdf
https://dparar.karnataka.gov.in/uploads/10th_report_kan_website_1767679067.pdf
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• ಕ ಲಸದ ರ್  ರ  ಮೌಲಯಮಾಪನ ಮತುು ವಿಕಸನಗ  ಳಳಳತಿುರುವ ಸ ೇವಾ 

ಅಗತಯಗಳ ಆಧಾರದ ಮೇಲ  ಸಿಬಬಂದಿಯ ಮರು ನಿಯೀಜರ್ಥ, ರ್ ಚಿಚನ 

ಕ ಲಸದ ತಿೇವರತ ಯನುು ರ್  ೇಂದಿರುವ ಘಟಕಗಳಳ ಸಾಕಷುು 
ಅಧಿಕಾರಿಗಳನುು ರ್  ೇಂದಿವ  ಎೇಂದು ಖಚಿತಪಡಿಸಿಕ  ಳಳಳವುದು. 
• ಅನಗತಯ ರ್ುದಥದಗಳನುು ರದುದಗಥ ಳಿಸಿ ಅರ್ವಾ ಪರಿರ್ತವಸಿ; 

ಉದಾಹರಣ ಗ , ಬಳಕ ಯಾಗದ ಕ ಾರಿಕಲ್ ಹುದ ೆಗಳನುು (ಗುೇಂಪು C/D) 

ಅಗತಯವಿರುವಲ್ಲಾ ಬಹು-ಕಾಯವ ತಾೇಂತಿರಕ ಅಥವಾ ಕಾಯವನಿವಾವಹಕ 

ಪಾತರಗಳಾಗಿ ಪರಿವತಿವಸಿ. 

• ಸುಪ್ಪರೇೇಂ ಕ  ೇಟ್ವ ನಿದ ೇವಶನಗಳ  ೇಂದಿಗ  ರ್  ೇಂದಾಣಿಕ  ಮಾಡುವ 

ಮತುು ಆೇಂತರಿಕ ಸಾಮಥಯವವನುು ಬಲಪಡಿಸುವ ಮ ಲಕ ಗ ಾಪ್-ಸಿ 

ಮತುು ಗ ಾಪ್-ಡಿ ಕ್ಥೀಡರ್ ರ್ುದಥದಗಳನುು ಹಥ ರಗುತುಗಥ ನಿೀಡುರ್ುದನುು 
ನಿಲಿ್ಲಸಿ. 

• ದಿೀರ್ವಕ್ಾಲದಿಂದ ಖಾಲ್ಲ ಇರುರ್ ಮುಂಚ್ ಣಿಯ ರ್ುದಥದಗಳ ಭತವಗಥ 
ಆದಯತಥ ನಿೇಡಿ ಮತುು ಭೌಗ  ೇಳಿಕತ , ಬ ೇಡಿಕ , ಜನಸೇಂಖ ಯ ಮತುು 
ಆಡಳಿತಾತಮಕ ತಿೇವರತ ಯನುು ಪರತಿಬೇಂಬಸುವ ವ ೈಜ್ಞಾನಿಕ ನಿಯೇಜನ  
ಮಾನದೇಂಡಗಳ ಆಧಾರದ ಮೇಲ  ಅನುಮೇದಿತ ಹುದ ೆಗಳನುು ಭತಿವ 

ಮಾಡಲಾಗಿದ ಯೆ ಎೇಂದು ಖಚಿತಪಡಿಸಿಕ  ಳಿಳ. 
 

3. ಸುಧಾರಣಾ ಅನುಷ್ಾಠನ ಮತುು ಮೆೀಲ್ಲಿಚಾರಣಥಯನುು ಬಲಪಡಿಸುರ್ುದು 
• KARC-2 ರ ಅಧಿಕಾರಾವಧಿಯ ನೇಂತರ ನಿರೇಂತರತ ಯನುು 

ಉಳಿಸಿಕ  ಳಳಲು ಸಿಬಬೇಂದಿ ಮತುು ಆಡಳಿತ ಸುಧಾರಣಾ ಇಲಾಖ ಯಲ್ಲಾ 
(DPAR) ಮಿೇಸಲಾದ ಸುಧಾರಣಾ ಮೆೀಲ್ಲಿಚಾರಣಾ ರ್ಟಕರ್ನುು 
(RMU) ಸಾಾಪ್ಪಸಿ. 

•  ಇಲಾಖ ಗಳಾದಯೇಂತ ಶಿಫಾರಸು ಅನುಷ್ಾಾನದ ಪಾರದಶವಕ 

ಮೇಲ್ಲವಚಾರಣ ಗಾಗಿ ಆನ್್‌ಲಥೈನ್ ಟ್ರಾಾಾಕಂಗ್ ವಥೀದಿಕ್ಥಗಳು. 
• ರ್  ಣ ಗಾರಿಕ  ಮತುು ಪರಗತಿಯನುು ಖಚಿತಪಡಿಸಿಕ  ಳಳಲು ತಥೈಮಾಸಿಕ 

ಇಲಾಖಾ ವಿಮಶಥವಗಳು (ಮುಖಯ ಕಾಯವದಶಿವಯ ನ ೇತೃತವದಲ್ಲಾ) 
ಮತುು ವಾರ್ಷವಕ ಉನುತ ಮಟಟದ ವಿಮಶಥವಗಳನುು (ಮುಖಯ ಮೇಂತಿರಯ 

ನ ೇತೃತವದಲ್ಲಾ) ಸಾೇಂಸಿಾಕಗ  ಳಿಸಿ. 

 

 

4. ಇತರ ರಚ್ರ್ಾತೂಕ ಮತುು ಕ್ಾಯವವಿಧಾನದ ಸುಧಾರಣಾ ಸಲಹಥಗಳು 
• ಕ ಲಸದ ರ್  ರ  ಮತುು ತಾೇಂತಿರಕ ಅಗತಯಗಳಿಗ  ಅನುಗುಣವಾಗಿ ಕ ೇಡರ್ 

ಮತುು ನ ೇಮಕಾತಿ ನಿಯಮಗಳ ಸುಧಾರಣ , ಅಗತಯ ಸ ೇವ ಗಳನುು 
ಬಲಪಡಿಸುವಾಗ ಕ ಲವು ಗುೇಂಪುಗಳ ಅತಿಯಾದ ವಿಸುರಣ ಯನುು 
ಕಡಿಮ ಮಾಡುತುದ . 

• ಬಜ ಟ್ ಶಿೇರ್ಷವಕ ಗಳನುು ತಕವಬದಧಗ  ಳಿಸುವ ಮ ಲಕ ಮತುು 
ಅನಗತಯ ವ ಚಚದ ಹರಿವುಗಳನುು ತ ಗ ದುರ್ಾಕುವ ಮ ಲಕ ಪುರಾವ  
ಆಧಾರಿತ ಮತುು ಫಲ್ಲತಾೇಂಶ-ಆಧಾರಿತ ಬಜ ಟ್ ಅನುು ಉತ ುೇಜಿಸಿ. 

• ಕ ೇವಲ ಕಾಯವವಿಧಾನದ ಅನುಸರಣ ಗಿೇಂತ ರ್ ಚಾಚಗಿ 

ಪರಿಣಾಮಕಾರಿತವ ಮತುು ಪರಿಣಾಮಕಾಾಗಿ ನಡ ಯುತಿುರುವ 

ಯೇಜನ ಗಳ ಆವತವಕ ಮೌಲಯಮಾಪನವನುು ಪ್ರೇತಾಾಹಿಸಿ. 

 

ನಿರಂತರತಥ ಮತುು ನಿಗವಮನ ತಂತಾ 
KARC-2ರ ನಿಗವಮನದ  ೇಂದಿಗ , ವರದಿಯು ಒತಿುರ್ ೇಳಳವ ಅೇಂಶಗಳಳ:  
• ಅಸಿುತವದಲ್ಲಾರುವ ಆಡಳಿತ ರಚನ ಗಳಲ್ಲಾ ಸುಧಾರಣಾ ಸುಸೆಿರತಥಯ 

ಕ್ಾಯವವಿಧಾನಗಳನುು ಸುಧಾರಿಸುವುದು. 
• ಹಿೇಂದಿನ ಮತುು ರ್  ಸ ಸುಧಾರಣಾ ಶಿಫಾರಸುಗಳನುು 

ಕಾಯವಗತಗ  ಳಿಸುವುದನುು ಮತುು ಪರಿಶಿೇಲ್ಲಸುವುದನುು 
ಮುೇಂದುವರಿಸಲು ಸೇಂಬೇಂಧಿತ ಇಲಾಖಥಗಳ ಸಬಲ್ಲೀಕರಣ. 

 

ಇರ್ು ಏಕ್ಥ ಮುಖ್ಯ 
ಈ ಶಿಫಾರಸುಗಳ ಉದ ೆೇಶ :  

• ನಿಷಪರಿಣಾಮಕಾರಿ ಯೇಜನ ಗಳಳ ಮತುು ಹುದ ೆಗಳನುು ಕಡಿತಗ  ಳಿಸುವ 

ಮ ಲಕ ಆಡಳಿತಾತೂಕ ದಕ್ಷತಥಯನುು ಸುಧಾರಿಸುರ್ುದು. 
• ಸಾವವಜನಿಕ ವಲಯದಲ್ಲಾ ಮಾನರ್ ಸಂಪನ ೂಲ ಬಳಕ್ಥಯನುು 
ಬಲಪಡಿಸುರ್ುದು. 
• ರಚನಾತಮಕ ಮೇಲ್ಲವಚಾರಣ  ಮತುು ತಕವಬದಧಗ  ಳಿಸುವಿಕ ಯ ಮ ಲಕ 

ಹಥ ಣಥಗಾರಿಕ್ಥ, ಪ್ಾರದಶವಕತಥ ಮತುು ರ್ಾಗರಿಕ-ಕ್ಥೀಂದಿಾತ ಆಡಳಿತರ್ನುು 
ಹಥಚ್ಚುಸುರ್ುದು. 
 

ಅನುವಾದಿಸಿದಾೆರ  
ಡಾ. ಮೆೈಥಿಲ್ಲ ಪಿ. ರಾವ್ 

ಶಿಕ್ಷಣತಜ್ಞ  ಮತುು ಸವತೇಂತರ ಅನುವಾದಕಿ 

+91 9880145514 
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Communication Pulse 

WHERE POLICY MEETS PEOPLE  
Gram Panchayats:  The Policy Hub  

Introduction  

As a grassroots-level institution of local governance 

in India, Gram Panchayats (GPs) are in a position 

and placed uniquely to act as a nucleus for 
implementing policies. In the current scenario they 

are implementers and act as a main link between 

rural citizens and the state government and have 
successfully helped in supporting some important 

government schemes. 

Context 

The Government of Karnataka (GoK) ensures that it 
endorses Article 243G which states that all States need 
to allow and empower Panchayats to plan, implement, 
and monitor development programmes. In this 
endeavour, the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act of 1993 
was introduced, which mandated decentralized 
planning guidelines and the mapping of effective 
frameworks. 
 
To ensure this, all the GPs play a prominent role across 
the State to ensure that all programmes and policies 
are implemented effectively. Focus is on niche areas 
like sanitation, drinking water, nutrition, primary 
education, and livelihoods, to name a few.  
 
By positioning GPs as the nucleus of policy 
implementation, it has helped in ensuring last-mile 
delivery apart from ensuring timely monitoring of 
outcomes. Introducing the Gram Panchayat 
Development Plans (DPDPs) has further strengthened 
the approach through the participatory planning 
process and understanding the needs of the 
communities. 
 
The GoK has left no stone unturned and continues to 
focus on introducing capacity building programmes, 
developing digital infrastructure, predicting financial 
transfers, and providing technical support to GPs. This 
in turn has encouraged the GPs to be transparent, 
accountable, and responsive and have a data-driven 
approach.  

GP focus on some niche areas include:  
• Women Empowerment and Social Justice by 

enabling women's Self-Help Groups (SHGs) by 

ensuring effective implementation of social welfare 
policies. 

• Livelihood and Employment by promoting rural 
enterprises through MNREGA.  

• Health and Sanitation by driving immunization by 
implementing health policies and improving 
sanitation under the Swachh Bharat Mission. 

• Education through the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
monitors school infrastructure and attendance. 

 
The GPs have been instrumental in ensuring that: 
• Policies are context-sensitive and help in 

answering the queries of communities. 
• Interact with communities directly to understand 

their needs and challenges to be addressed. 
• Encourage community participation by organizing 

Gram Sabhas. 
• Align local challenges through participatory 

discussions. 
• Manage resources (funds, manpower, and 

materials) effectively to implement policies at a 
community level. 

Challenges and Solutions 
Like any other government, the GoK has also had the 
following experiences with reference to challenges 

and finding ideal solutions. They include: 

Challenges Solutions 

Insufficient effective 

training programmes 

for Panchayat 

members.  

Design and deliver 

appropriate and 

motivating training 

programmes. 

Lack of financial 

resources and delays in 
fund transfers.  

Ensure that a robust 

system is in place to 
disburse funds on a 

regular basis. 

Lack of decentralizing 

of power from above. 

Empower legal and 

institutional 

frameworks to help 

Panchayats. 

 

 

Dr. Annapoora 
Ravichander  

Freelance Consultant 
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Best Practices of GPs in Karnataka  

GPs in Karnataka have adopted several good 

practices to improve rural governance, service 

delivery, and citizen participation. These practices 

help make local government more transparent, 

efficient, and inclusive. The key ones include: 

• Digital Governance and Transparency: 

Displaying expenditure details on notice boards 
using e-Panchayat. 

Outcome: Increase in public trust and reduction of 

corruption 

• Monitoring Social Audits by encouraging youth 

and women to participate and check that schemes 

are implemented effectively. 

Outcome: Strengthening accountability and 

transparency 

• Encouraging leadership of women by 

encouraging them to be presidents and members. 

Outcome: Women knowing the reality focus on 

important issues like health, water education, and 
sanitation, to name a few. 

• 

Participatory Planning (Gram Sabha) by 
involving villagers in decision making activities. 

Outcome: This has helped in developing the Gram 

Panchayat Development Plan. 

• Introducing various channels like WhatsApp 

groups, public meetings, complaint registers to 

ensure grievance redress systems are in place. 

Outcome: Solving local problems like water, damaged 

roads and streetlights, to name a few. 

• Working with local nonprofit organizations 

(NGOs) to conduct training programmes.  

Outcome: Increase in digital literacy and becoming 

aware of government programmes 

Conclusion 

The GoK has shown that consolidating and 
strengthening GPs as strong institutions 
encourages communities and citizens to 
participate actively in decision-making roles.  

This has helped in improving rural 
development and strengthening democracy 
and last-mile deliveries at grassroots levels. 
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Opinion 
 
Civil Service as an Active Anchor holding India’s 
Democratic and Constitutional Commitments 
Together 

 
K.N. Hari Kumar/Deccan Herald/ 19-20-21 

January 2026 

Across the three essays, K. N. Hari Kumar 

emphasizes: 

    The civil service and other bureaucratic 

institutions are central to India’s democratic 
stability—not peripheral.  

    Unelected constitutional institutions act as 

guardians of the constitutional order, stepping in 

when elected politics fails.  

    India’s democracy endures not purely because 

of electoral politics but because of institutional 
resilience—particularly the civil service, judiciary, 

and constitutional continuity built into the system.  

1. Why India Remains a Stable Democracy 

• Despite strains on democratic norms and growing 

political divisions, India’s constitutional 

framework and institutions—particularly 

unelected ones — provide resilience and 

continuity.  

• India’s constitutional order has been maintained 

even amid turbulent politics, upheavals, and 

governance failures.  

• The stability of India’s democracy isn’t 

accidental but rooted in the mechanisms and 
practices embedded in its institutions — including 

the civil service, judiciary, and other constitutional 

bodies — that uphold processes even when 
politics gets fractious.  

 

2. Beyond Ideological Wings, Bureaucrats anchor 

India’s Democratic Consensus 

• The Indian bureaucracy plays a central role in 

maintaining democratic consensus and 
governance continuity beyond shifts in political 

ideology.  

• Bureaucrats and the civil service act as an 

underlying stabilising force amid ideological shifts 
by political parties.  

• When political agendas — even those with strong 

ideological drives — shift or adapt (for instance, 

across electoral cycles or party changes), 

bureaucrats often preserve administrative 
continuity and policy implementation.  

• This role “anchors” democratic functioning 

beyond the rise and fall of specific political 

priorities or factions.  

 

3. Amid Political Failure, Unelected Institutions 
hold the line for India’s Constitutional Order 

• Unelected institutions—especially the judiciary 

and civil service—serve as bulwarks on occasions 

when political leadership falters or loses public 
trust.  

• When electoral politics and elected leaders have 

failed to govern effectively or have been perceived 

as corrupt or criminal, institutions such as courts 

and civil servants step in to sustain 

constitutional governance.  

• This role is portrayed as not just technical but 

as a positive, legitimizing factor that helps 

protect democratic norms and rule of law even 
when the political class is in crisis.  

 

 
 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/why-
india-remains-a-stable-democracy-3866827 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/beyond

-ideological-swings-bureaucrats-anchor-india-s-

democratic-consensus-3867706 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/amid-

political-failure-unelected-institutions-hold-the-

line-for-india-s-constitutional-order-3869057 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/why-india-remains-a-stable-democracy-3866827
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/why-india-remains-a-stable-democracy-3866827
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/beyond-ideological-swings-bureaucrats-anchor-india-s-democratic-consensus-3867706
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/beyond-ideological-swings-bureaucrats-anchor-india-s-democratic-consensus-3867706
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/beyond-ideological-swings-bureaucrats-anchor-india-s-democratic-consensus-3867706
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/amid-political-failure-unelected-institutions-hold-the-line-for-india-s-constitutional-order-3869057
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/amid-political-failure-unelected-institutions-hold-the-line-for-india-s-constitutional-order-3869057
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/amid-political-failure-unelected-institutions-hold-the-line-for-india-s-constitutional-order-3869057


 

 12 

 

Branch Activities 

Report of 2-Day National  Seminar on 
Political and Administrative History of 
Medieval  Deccan 

The Dept. of Public Administration of the Central 
University of Karnataka (CUK), in collaboration 
with the Karnataka Regional Branch of the IIPA and 
the Karnataka State Archives of the Government of 
Karnataka, organized a National Seminar in the 
university premises at Kalaburagi on 29-30 January 
2026 on the theme “Political and Administrative 
History of Medieval Deccan”.  
 
The Keynote Address at the inauguration was 
delivered by Shri T.M. Vijay Bhaskar, IAS (Retd.), 
former Chief Secretary of Karnataka and Chairperson 
of IIPA-KRB. He drew attention to patterns of 
management and governance that remain relevant 
even today. He highlighted the relevance of 
Arthashastra, especially its pragmatic approach to 
governance. He emphasized the need to reflect on the 
reasons behind uneven development, including the 
persistent development gap between North and South 
Karnataka. In his view, studying the past is not only 

about chronology but also about understanding 
structures, choices, and consequences. 

Dr. G. Veershetty, Deputy Director, Divisional 
Archives Office, Kalaburagi was the Chief Guest. Prof. 
Battu Satyanarayana, Vice-Chancellor, CUK, in his 
Presidential remarks, emphasized that history 

continues to shape the present and the future in 
significant ways. He underlined the importance of 
academic activities such as national seminars in 
deepening historical understanding and encouraging 
critical thinking. 

Technical Session – I was on What the Politico-
Administrative History of Medieval Deccan is 
Offering… The session presented the Deccan as a 
bridge between diverse political cultures and 
traditions. The panellists, Prof. Priyanca Mathur, 
JAIN (Deemed-to-be University), and Prof. J. S. 
Sadananda, former Professor at Kuvempu University, 
engaged with regimes such as the Bahmani 
Sultanate—and explored the logic of centralized 
authority and statecraft. Alongside this, the 
discussions emphasized pluralism, institutional 
continuity, and changing social arrangements across 
time.  

Shri T.M. Vijay Bhaskar, IAS (Retd.), former Chief Secretary of Karnataka and Chairperson of the Karnataka Regional Branch of 

IIPA is seen lighting the lamp at the inauguration of the National Seminar. To his right is Prof. Battu Satyanarayana, Vice-
Chancellor, CUK. To his left is Dr. G. Veershetty, of the Karnataka State Archives.  
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Technical Session – II was on Religious Plurality 
and Cultural Syncretism in the Medieval Deccan. Dr. 
Remya V.P., Associate Professor, Department of 
History, CUK, offered a powerful methodological 
reminder about what we mean by “history.” Dr. 
Santhosh Kumar P. K., Faculty, Mahatma Gandhi 
Rural Development & Panchayat Raj University, 
Gadag, called for decolonizing political theory and 
reconsidering the categories through which we read 
the Deccan. Dr. G. Veershetty cautioned that 
pluralism and secularism cannot alone explain the 
Deccan’s complexity. The Deccan appears less like a 
neatly defined unit and more like a long socio-political 
experiment that is dynamic, adaptive, and layered. 

Technical Session – III was on Tracing the 
Trajectories of Local Administration in the 
Medieval Deccan. Mr. Kedar Naik, Asst. Professor, 
Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, 
emphasized that the Deccan should not be reduced to 
a mere hinterland in historical imagination and that it 
demands more sustained scholarly engagement. Dr. 
M. S. Chaitra, Director, Foundation for the Study of 

Indian Culture, Bangalore, referred to the existence 
and functioning of panchayat-like institutions even 
prior to British rule. The idea that communities 
negotiated with local authority structures for 
implementation of works and responsibilities showed 
that administration was not always purely top-down; 
it often involved bargaining, mediation, and shared 
practical governance. 

Technical Session – IV was on Key Takeaways from 
the Administrative History of Medieval Deccan. Dr. 
M.S. Chaitra reflected on the ways decisions were 
taken in the past and examined their implications for 
enhancing participation in present-day institutional 
frameworks. Prof. Priyanka Mathur highlighted the 
importance of evidence-based engagement, stressing 
that robust data should guide both analysis and 
inquiry. Dr. Kedar Naik emphasized the need to study 
geography, vernacular contexts, and legitimacy as 
essential lenses for understanding policy outcomes. 

The two-day National Seminar was very ably 
coordinated by Dr. Kiran Gajanur, Asst. Prof., Dept. of 
Public Administration, CUK, Kalaburagi. 
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Branch Members ’  Writings in the 

Media 

 

 
Dr. A. Ravindra, IAS (Retd.) 
Former Chief Secretary of Karnataka 

 
Safety must become the first measure of urban 

governance 
In Deccan Herald dt. 21 January 2026 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/safe

ty-must-become-the-first-measure-of-urban-
governance-3869059 

 
Shri G. Gurucharan, IAS (Retd.) 
Director, School of Social Sciences 
MS Ramaiah University of Applied Sciences 
Bengaluru 
 
Lives lived between shame and sunrise In 
Deccan Herald dt. 18 January 2026 
https://www.deccanherald.com/features/books/l
ives-lived-between-shame-and-sunrise-3864220 
 

Trump’s properties: The unravelling of a real 

estate president  
In Deccan Herald dt. 18 January 2026 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/trumps-

properties-the-unravelling-of-a-real-estate-
president-3866023 

 

The return of the oil conflict  
In Deccan Herald dt. 7 January 2026 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/the-

return-of-the-oil-conflict-3853669 
 

 
Dr. Annapoorna Ravichander 
Freelance Consultant 

Reimagining Governance in the Age of Artificial 
Intelligence 

https://meghalayamonitor.com/reimagining-

governance-in-the-age-of-artificial-intelligence/ 

Short Story: The Last Scene 

https://meghalayamonitor.com/short-story-the-

last-scene-when-the-camera-stopped/ 

Making Policy Matter: The Communication 

Factor 

https://meghalayamonitor.com/making-policy-
matter-the-communication-factor/ 

Travelogue: Between Mountains and Moments 

https://meghalayamonitor.com/travelogue-

between-mountains-and-moments/ 

Short Story: Paws, Laws and Disorder 

https://meghalayamonitor.com/short-story-gali-

dogs-gavel-laws-paws-laws-disorder/ 

 

 

 
Smt. Uma Mahadevan, IAS 
Additional Chief Secretary & Development 
Commissioner, Government of Karnataka 

 

Republic Day 2026 | 6 books to read on the 
Indian Constitution  
In The Hindu dt. 23 January 2026 
https://share.google/pA6YnccWAECa0LiEM 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/safety-must-become-the-first-measure-of-urban-governance-3869059
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/safety-must-become-the-first-measure-of-urban-governance-3869059
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/safety-must-become-the-first-measure-of-urban-governance-3869059
https://www.deccanherald.com/features/books/lives-lived-between-shame-and-sunrise-3864220
https://www.deccanherald.com/features/books/lives-lived-between-shame-and-sunrise-3864220
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/trumps-properties-the-unravelling-of-a-real-estate-president-3866023
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/trumps-properties-the-unravelling-of-a-real-estate-president-3866023
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/trumps-properties-the-unravelling-of-a-real-estate-president-3866023
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/the-return-of-the-oil-conflict-3853669
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/the-return-of-the-oil-conflict-3853669
https://meghalayamonitor.com/reimagining-governance-in-the-age-of-artificial-intelligence/
https://meghalayamonitor.com/reimagining-governance-in-the-age-of-artificial-intelligence/
https://meghalayamonitor.com/short-story-the-last-scene-when-the-camera-stopped/
https://meghalayamonitor.com/short-story-the-last-scene-when-the-camera-stopped/
https://meghalayamonitor.com/making-policy-matter-the-communication-factor/
https://meghalayamonitor.com/making-policy-matter-the-communication-factor/
https://meghalayamonitor.com/travelogue-between-mountains-and-moments/
https://meghalayamonitor.com/travelogue-between-mountains-and-moments/
https://meghalayamonitor.com/short-story-gali-dogs-gavel-laws-paws-laws-disorder/
https://meghalayamonitor.com/short-story-gali-dogs-gavel-laws-paws-laws-disorder/
https://share.google/pA6YnccWAECa0LiEM
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Dr. D. Jeevan Kumar 
Hon. Professor, Mahatma Gandhi Rural Development & 
Panchayat Raj University, Gadag, Karnataka 

 
Merit or Bias? The Case for a Civil Debate  
In Deccan Herald dt. 30 January 2026 
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/merit-
or-bias-the-case-for-a-civil-debate-3879535 
 
Book Review: Udai Prakash Sinha, Legacy of 
Dr. Manmohan Singh: Architect of India’s 
Economic Renaissance 
Sage Publishing, Indian Journal of Public 
Administration, January 2026 
https://journals.sagepub.com/eprint/GBPSNGER
CVNCDRHAWTVN/full 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/merit-or-bias-the-case-for-a-civil-debate-3879535
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/merit-or-bias-the-case-for-a-civil-debate-3879535
https://journals.sagepub.com/eprint/GBPSNGERCVNCDRHAWTVN/full
https://journals.sagepub.com/eprint/GBPSNGERCVNCDRHAWTVN/full
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Priyanca Mathur & Rubina Pradhan, (Eds.). (2026). Post-Pandemic World Order: Issues and 
Challenges. Routledge. 271 pages. ISBN: 978-1-041-09816-4 (hbk) 

 

 

Books by Members 
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Book Review

FROM PANDEMIC TO POLYCRISIS 
Rethinking World Order after COVID-19 
 
- By Dr. Jeevan Kumar 

 
Post-Pandemic World Order: Issues and Challenges 
explores the profound and multifaceted 
transformations that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought to global politics, governance, societies, and 
international relations. The volume is a 
multidisciplinary effort that examines how the 
pandemic exposed systemic fragilities in political 
systems, international cooperation, socio-economic 
infrastructures, and human rights regimes—and how 
these pressures have shaped an evolving world order.  
 
The book’s central premise is that the pandemic was 
not merely a health crisis but a catalyst—intensifying 
pre-existing structural tensions in the global system. It 
argues that COVID-19 tested the legitimacy, 
resilience, and adaptability of current governance 
frameworks at both domestic and international levels. 
States, institutions, and communities were compelled 
to confront entrenched inequalities, governance gaps, 
and shifting power dynamics—and the resulting 
world order will be defined by how these challenges 
are negotiated in the aftermath.  
 
Geopolitical Shifts and Power Reconfigurations 

A key theme is the geopolitical repercussions of the 
pandemic. Chapters consider how established powers 
struggled to coordinate collective action and how 
emerging powers (notably India and China) adjusted 
their strategies to influence global governance norms. 
The pandemic’s uneven impact highlighted divergent 
capacities among states—questioning the dominance 
of established “superpowers” and opening space for 
alternative leadership forms in multilateral arenas. 
These dynamics are presented not as static 
reconfigurations but as ongoing processes shaped by 
economic resilience, diplomatic agility, and 
technological capacities.  
 
Governance, Democracy, and Rights 

The book foregrounds the tension between state 
authority and individual rights during emergencies. 
Several contributions unpack how public health 
measures affected civil liberties, democratic 
accountability, and institutional trust. In some 

contexts, emergency powers and digital surveillance 
expanded state reach, raising critical questions about 
transparency, accountability, and the balance 
between security and freedom. The authors argue that 
democratic institutions need robust safeguards to 
ensure that temporary crisis measures do not calcify 
into permanent curbs on rights.  
 
Migration, Inequality, and Social Fragilities 

Another major strand looks at social vulnerabilities 
exacerbated by the pandemic. Disruptions in 
migration flows—both international and internal—
exposed fault lines in labour markets, social 
protection systems, and global supply chains. The 
book explores how marginalized populations bore 
disproportionate burdens, highlighting the need for 
policies that address structural inequalities rather 
than merely short-term crisis responses.  
 
Economic and Institutional Reforms 

Economic disruptions—from job losses to shrinking 
fiscal space—prompted fresh debates on welfare 
policy, public health investment, and economic 
resilience. Contributors evaluate whether 
international economic institutions (e.g., IMF, World 
Bank, WTO) have the legitimacy and tools to foster 
equitable recovery. Discussions centre on reforming 
global institutions to be more inclusive and 
responsive, including rethinking debt regimes, trade 
rules, and development finance mechanisms that have 
constrained low- and middle-income countries during 
the crisis.  
 
Future Directions 

The book concludes with a forward-looking emphasis 
on inclusive, rights-based governance and resilient 
institutional architectures. It calls for global 
cooperation that transcends narrow nationalism, 
prioritizes human security, and embeds equity into 
policy design. In this view, rebuilding the world order 
after the pandemic is as much about strengthening 
democratic norms and social contracts as it is about 
geopolitical power balances.  
 
 
 

 



 

 18 

Utility of the Book 

This edited volume will largely benefit teachers and 
students of international relations, public policy, 
migration studies, sociology, and development studies 
seeking multi-sectoral post-COVID teaching material. 
Policy practitioners working on migration/refugee 
governance, social protection, education recovery, 
public health diplomacy, and climate/green recovery 
who want a cross-domain view will not be 
disappointed. Researchers looking for regionally 
grounded chapters that connect global narratives to 
South Asian and neighbouring contexts will gain 
insights from this volume. 
 

As an edited collection, Post-Pandemic World Order: 
Issues and Challenges succeeds most in shifting the 
reader from a narrow “geopolitics-only” view of post-
pandemic change to a broader human security and 
rights-based governance frame—without abandoning 
the classic themes of diplomacy, democracy, and 
power competition. 
 
Its best use is as a course companion or an 
interdisciplinary reference for scholars and 
practitioners trying to understand how pandemic-
era stresses are now hardening into the 
institutional and normative battles of the 2020s. 
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Food for Thought 

 

 
Republic  Day Reflections 

(Courtesy: The Hindu, 2 January 1950. Curated Edition) 

“It is strong enough to hold the country together both in peacetime and wartime. Indeed, if I may say so, if 
things go wrong under the new Constitution, the reason will not be that we had a bad Constitution. What we 

will have to say is that man is vile.” 

-  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in the Constituent Assembly 

“It is for us to preserve and protect the independence that we have won and to make it really bear fruit for the 

man in the street. Let us launch on this new enterprise of running our Independent Republic with confidence, 

with truth and non-violence, and above all, with heart within and God above.”   
- Dr. Rajendra Prasad in his speech to the Constituent Assembly on November 2, 1949, the day the 

Constitution was adopted 

“India is said to be a secular state. It does not mean that we reject the reality of an unseen spirit or the relevance 
of religion to life, or that we exalt irreligion. It does not mean that secularism itself becomes a positive religion 

or that the state assumes divine prerogatives…. We hold that not one religion should be given preferential 

status.” 
-  Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 

“People have often indulged in, or have presumed to give us advice, not realizing that India, as she is constituted 

today, wants no one’s advice and no one’s imposition upon her. The only way to influence India is through 
friendship, cooperation, and goodwill. Any attempt at imposition, the slightest trace of patronage, is resented 

and will be resented. 

- Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru in the Constituent Assembly 

“Power is never an end in itself but only a means to an end, that being the welfare of the people.” 

-  Neelam Sanjiva Reddy 

“Rights have meaning only when they are balanced by duties.” 
- Shankar Dayal Sharma 

“Democracy can survive only when it is rooted in moral values.”  

- B. D. Jatti 

“Liberty without discipline can destroy itself.” 

- Mohammed Hidayathullah 
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Designed by annaravi.consultant@gmail.com  
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